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January 13, 2010
Dear brethren in Christ,

Greetings! | hope and pray all of you are doing well and prospering in the Lord. Since this is my first monthly report to
you in 2010, | want to outline our plans for evangelism in the new year. The congregation here in Canastota had its
first business meeting last Sunday for the sole purpose of deciding what we can do to reach the lost in central NY.
Our theme for this year is based on Jesus’ exhortation to his disciples: “Follow me, and | will make you fishers of
men.” (Matthew 4:19). Using the Lord’s analogy of fishing for evangelizing, we want to put out as many fishing lines
and nets into the water as possible to draw people to the gospel of Christ. Some of the following ideas we've done in
the past and want to continue them. Some are new. Here are our first ideas for 2010 to put into practice:
-
(1) Fishing with a bobber. When a fisherman uses live bait and a bobber, he can leave it sitting out on the
' water for an extended time, waiting on a nibble from a fish. This category represents things we want to do
in evangelism that we put out there for an extended period of time for people to see, waiting on them to
respond to it. This includes: (a) Classified ads running perpetually in all the newspapers offering a Bible
correspondence course or a home Bible study. (b) An expanded online presence, including an updated
website with more features, such as an interactive Bible study course and more audio lessons. (c) A more
permanent sign in front of the Days Inn. Our portable signs just do not stand up under the wind and
weather. It is impossible to keep them out by the road at all times. When the ground thaws, we want to
place a medium sized sign by the road that will stay in place. (d) Bulletin board advertising. Some gro-
cery stores and other businesses in the area have public bulletin boards in their entrance for people to use
to post advertising. Dennis Raymond is designing an information pouch to hold materials for bulletin
boards. In the past, people have removed our information after we posted it, thus we’'ll need to follow up
often on the bulletin boards. (e) Advertising with car magnets or bumper stickers. Some members
want to use these to direct people to our website so they can find out more information.

< (2) Fishing with a fly or lure. In this type of fishing, a fisherman makes a special effort to quickly catch the
attention of the fish. This category represents special things we want to do in evangelism that are de-
signed to get people’s attention. (a) If the cost is reasonable, a Fair booth at the New York State Fair in
Syracuse this Fall. We've had experience doing this in Watertown and in Canada. This involves setting

~ up an informational booth with a theme and lots of available tracts and pamphlets, including getting people
to sign up for a free CD of audio Bible lessons. (b) Newspaper articles in the Madison County papers.
I've been submitting articles dealing with basic Bible principles with emphasis on the plan of salvation, but
it’'s been suggested that we submit articles this year that are “more controversial” in exposing error and
setting ourselves plainly apart from the denominations. A radio program or spot advertising is desirable,
but radio time in central NY is too expensive for our budget.

(3) Fishing with a net. This represents larger efforts by the congregation to bring in as many people as pos-
sible at once. (a) At least two gospel meetings in 2010. Every meeting we have is an evangelistic effort

W, fo attract the lost. Our budget usually allows for one of those meetings to be preceded by a direct-mailing
\- -1} to the community or a large door-to-door effort where we leave teaching materials at the door. It is likely
that, to save money for teaching materials, | will preach one of those meetings. For a guest speaker, we
can only afford to pay a preacher who doesn't have many travel expenses. In the past, men like Sewell
Hall, William Stewart, and Oscar Miles have volunteered their time to help us out in meetings. (b) Library
presentations throughout the year. A new idea we have for 2010 is to utilize the meeting spaces in local
libraries for special lectures. William Stewart will present his material on the Chinese language and the
book of Genesis. | will likely do presentations on Bible History and Bible Evidences. This would not be a
worship service, but would involve a powerpoint lecture followed by a question-answer session. Lectures
with an academic angle are more acceptable for the library staff, and we're guessing that some people in
the community may feel more comfortable coming to the library to hear us.

These are our first plans for 2010. The most efficient means of reaching people is to consistently live the gospel in
front of them. Nothing substitutes for the kind of contact a Christian makes with his neighbor, co-worker, etc.
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